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—Belt and Road Cross-professional Forum deepens
international exchanges and co-operation
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The Belt and Road Office held the Belt and Road Cross-
professional Forum on February 14 to promote Hong Kong's
professional services to deepen the sector's collaboration with
business communities of Belt and Road countries and the
Mainland. It also provided a platform for enterprises from the
three sides to exchange views on collaboration projects in
various areas such as multinational supply chain management
and construction, with a view to jointly seizing new
opportunities brought by the Belt and Road.

The Forum attracted over 250 business participants from
Hong Kong, the Mainland and Belt and Road countries. More
than 30 experienced entrepreneurs and business leaders
from the three sides spoke at various sessions, sharing with
participants the latest business opportunities and market
strategies under the Belt and Road Initiative, as well as on how
to make good use of Hong Kong as a two-way springboard
linking the Belt and Road and Mainland markets to give full
play to the city's unique advantages of connecting with both
the Mainland and the world, and being the functional platform
for the Belt and Road Initiative. They also showcased dozens
of business cases and potential projects in areas such as
finance, construction and engineering, transport and logistics,
legal, green technology and innovation and technology,
sharing experiences with businesses in Hong Kong and
exploring collaboration opportunities.
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The Secretary for Commerce and Economic
Development, Mr Algernon Yau, said that in the
face of uncertainties including geopolitical
tensions and shifts in the global supply chain, the
Belt and Road Initiative had proven to be a key
pillar in stabilising global economic development,
offering new markets and opportunities for
businesses. Hong Kong would continue to be a
"super connector" and a "super value-adder",
strengthening its business attractions to
enterprises from all over the world to capitalise on
Belt and Road opportunities.

Mr Yau said that Hong Kong's direct investment
position into Belt and Road countries had tripled
to around US$120 billion from 2013 to 2022.
Adding that Hong Kong owns world-class
professional services, he encouraged enterprises
from the Mainland and Belt and Road countries to
set up operations in the city, leveraging these
high-quality professional services and
complementary support to more effectively
expand into target markets. He also urged Hong
Kong enterprises and professional services to
partner with Mainland and Belt and Road
enterprises to jointly explore new business
opportunities through "bringing in and going
global" - on one hand partnering with Mainland
enterprises to jointly venture into new markets
along the Belt and Road, and on the other hand
assisting enterprises from Belt and Road countries
in tapping the vast Mainland market to promote
the prosperous growth of the Belt and Road.
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Financial and Legal Services

Road Cross-professg

In 2024, Chinese enterprises invested US$33.69 billion in non-financial direct
investment in Belt and Road countries, up 5.4% year on year. At the same
time, there were 2620 mainland companies in Hong Kong, including 310
regional headquarters, an increase of 25.5% from 247 in 2023. Hong Kong is a
two-way platform for Mainland enterprises going global and for overseas
enterprises tapping the Mainland market, playing a vital role in areas such as
project financing and offshore Renminbi businesses.
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Deng Renjie
Vice Chairman of the Hong Kong Chinese Enterprises Association
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Transport and Construction

Hong Kong plays a key role in the Belt and Road Initiative, leveraging its
traditional strength in finance, trade, maritime transport and professional
services. Looking ahead, Hong Kong has potential to develop in the new
areas of artificial intelligence, biotechnology, green finance and low-altitude
economy, thereby further contributing to international commerce and
business and cultural collaboration.
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Green and Innovation

Participants from Hong Kong's professional service sectors covered various
areas such as finance, insurance, accounting, legal and dispute resolution,
transportation and logistics, architecture and engineering, environmental
protection and green development, innovation and technology,
information technology, testing and certification, and management
consulting. Representatives of a number of local start-ups from the Hong
Kong Science and Technology Parks and Cyberport also attended.

Co-organisers of the Forum included the Hong Kong Chinese Enterprises
Association, the Belt and Road General Chamber of Commerce, Invest
Hong Kong and the Office for Attracting Strategic Enterprises. The Forum
featured thematic discussions, where representatives from Hong Kong, the
Mainland and Belt and Road countries shared their strategies in expanding
into the markets of Belt and Road countries and the Mainland. They also
used real business cases to illustrate key factors and Hong Kong's critical
roles. At the subsequent three breakout exchange sessions, Belt and Road
enterprises operating in Hong Kong and Mainland enterprises covering
different sectors presented their potential projects or the professional
services required in future, exchanged views with Hong Kong businesses
and explored collaboration opportunities together.
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Cheng Cheung-ling

President of Belt and Road General Chamber of Commerce
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Amid rising geopolitical challenges, the Belt and Road Initiative stands out as
an inclusive and impactful platform for multilateral collaboration, driving
regional prosperity. Hong Kong's cross-professional partnerships with
enterprises from the Mainland and Belt and Road countries have facilitated
business expansion. Hong Kong will continue to fulfil its role as a "super
connector" and a "super value-adder" in the development of global economy.
Enterprises are welcome to set up operations in Hong Kong to fully utilise its
advantages.

H¥ B mARIEECARE - HE 15— ERFRERBARENINZSE
BIFTE  FEESHEINER - EEBEFERFAARME —H—K1 ERN
EERFIRRER > FAREETHE TBRMEBA M TBRIEEA NE8 &
ENEELEREEEEAG - MUGEEBRIEE  URDFAEENES -

Nicholas Ho
Commissioner for Belt and Road
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— Belt and Road Office Story:
Exploring opportunities in the Middle East
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Hong Kong’s role as a super connector and super
value-adder is driving opportunities in the Belt and
Road markets. After joining a delegation led by the
Financial Secretary to Saudi Arabia, three
entrepreneurs shared their latest plans with the Belt
and Road Office.
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“Hong Kong was among the first jurisdictions globally to require protection for
blockchain assets. The advantage of regulatory regime allowed us to start
business in the Middle East and secure approximately 30-40% market share in
the UAE. Our market presence also continues to expand in Saudi Arabia.”

EAEENEAGERRPEEENREZEEEZ —  HREZAMIIIRPRTIZE
7 » BRI RIS E N HISHEAL%30-40% » DR RHARNEFB I ERELR © |

Alvin Kwock ZBZE %
AIFT, Co-founder Bt &8I A

“Joining the delegation marked our first venture into the Middle East. Since then we have
actively engaged in local accelerator programmes. When we mentioned our technology is
developed and used in Hong Kong, it immediately established trust and reliability with our
clients. Hong Kong's brand has accelerated adoption of our technology for transport
infrastructure in the region.”
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Muhammad Saad Shahid Anwel
Kodifly, Co-founder Bt& &I A

“With Hong Kong'’s strength as a ‘super connector’, we've already partnered with civil
aviation regulator in the UAE on green technology and are discussing initiatives with
Saudi Arabia to promote green ecotourism. Hong Kong is well-positioned as an
international financial centre and a green finance hub, and we look forward to bringing
more international collaboration to Hong Kong.”
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—Professional Services Advancement Support Scheme

invites new round of applications
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The Main Programme under the Professional Services Advancement
Support Scheme (PASS) is now inviting a new round of applications for
project proposals from non-profit-distributing organisations such as
professional bodies, trade and industrial organisations and research
institutes.

PASS, with a total allocation of $200 million, aims at funding non-profit-
making industry-led projects to increase exchanges and co-operation
between Hong Kong's professional services and external counterparts,
promote relevant publicity activities, and enhance the standards and
external competitiveness of Hong Kong's professional services.

The maximum grant for each approved project under the Main
Programme of PASS is $3 million or 90% of the total eligible project
cost, whichever is lower. A wide range of professional services, such as
accounting, legal and dispute resolution, architecture, engineering,
healthcare, information and communications technology, design and
technical testing and analysis, are eligible for the Main Programme.
Sector-specific projects and cross-sectoral projects are both welcome.
Expenses directly incurred for implementing a project, such as
manpower costs, venue and set-up costs, production and promotion
costs, and the project team and active participants' travel and
accommodation costs outside Hong Kong are typically eligible for
funding support under the Scheme. Funding support may also be
provided for travel and accommodation costs incurred by participants
of relatively longer professional internships or attachment programmes
outside Hong Kong which are funded by the Main Programme.

Furthermore, with a view to stepping up the promotion of Hong Kong's
competitive edges and professional services to Mainland cities and
overseas markets, $50 million has been set aside for the Professionals
Participation Subsidy Programme (PSP) under PASS to subsidise Hong
Kong major professional bodies to participate in relevant activities
organised by the Government and the Hong Kong Trade Development
Council. The Main Programme and the PSP receive applications for
project and activity proposals all year round and they are processed on
a quarterly basis. The deadline for the new round of applications is May
31, 2025.

Details of the Main Programme: www.pass.gov.hk/main/en/home
Details of the PSP : www.pass.gov.hk/psp
Enquiries : PASS Secretariat (3655 5418 or pass@cedb.gov.hk)
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Belt and Road Updates M—#—ig&) &:H

EdUHK and two Kazakh universities establish Academy of Education
The HKIA Belt & Road International Symposium 2025

EdUHK-Kazakh Academy of Education was established in February, a collaboration
between the Education University of Hong Kong, Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical
University and Kazakh National Women'’s Teacher Training University. The academy is
a testament to Hong Kong academic excellence in promoting advancements among
Belt and Road countries.

Commissioner for Belt and Road, Mr Nicholas Ho, attended
the Belt and Road International Symposium 2025 organised
by the Hong Kong Institute of Architects on February 28. He
encouraged professionals in the sector to actively explore
opportunities along the Belt and Road, adding that Hong

Kong can become an interoperability hub for aligning % g Ay 2 : IEBHEARB - RERBEMIER ML
domestic and international standards and driving economic LA “!
development and integration under the Belt and Road BEARAHEARESF2 AHEGER B R A& A2 e iE e TR L FEISE AR S 1F
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Cathay Pacific will launch direct flights between Hong Kong and Urumqi
starting April 28 that run four times a week. The new route will connect
Belt and Road sharing session at Hong Kong CPPCC Hong Kong and Urumgji, a vital gateway in Northwest China and a key Belt

Youth Association and Road hub, enhancing connectivity while fostering economic and
cultural exchanges between Hong Kong and Belt and Road countries.

Mr Ho attended a Belt and Road sharing session hosted

by the Hong Kong CPPCC Youth Association on March 12. FERAERBAEEMMM
Speaking to nearly 50 members of the association, he
elaborated on the Belt and Road Initiative, as well as FERMEN4B 288 EEHNEEZEEEARAENEMMI - SRAMNHF Rt
oo A Hong Kong's role in deepening international exchanges PEEEEREAEREILDERFIFR (—H—8 BANBEAE @
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development.
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LEAP EAST Conference to be held in Hong Kong

LEAP EAST, the first Asian extension of the major tech event
in the Middle East, will take place in Hong Kong in July 2026.
Bringing together experts in emerging technologies such as
fintech, Al, smart cities and Web3, the conference will
enhance innovation and digital economy collaboration and
provide a platform for startups to expand their business.

Forum on Global Expansion of Green Enterprises

Mr Ho gave a speech at the Forum on Global Expansion of Green
Enterprises organised by the Green Development Institute on March 18.
As our country becomes the world's largest investor in clean energy, Hong
Kong's advantages in green finance can assist mainland green enterprises
in tapping overseas markets, contributing to the sustainable development

of a Green Silk Road. LEAP EASTHEM & BT
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