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In Focus £EE

—Visit to Qatar and Kuwait - exploring business
opportunities and strengthening co-operation
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Business delegation led by the Chief Executive of the Hong Kong SAR

to Qatar and Kuwait
FEBMGRETaER R ANER BN F SR ss

May 2075
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The Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, led a business delegation to visit Qatar

and Kuwait in May. The visit aims to further strengthen exchanges and
connections with the Middle East region in areas such as finance, trade,
investment, and innovation and technology (I&T), and to promote the
latest advantages and opportunities in Hong Kong to local political and
business communities.

Members of the delegation included more than 50 representatives from
the business community of Hong Kong and Mainland enterprises,
spanning fields such as finance, industry and commerce, trade,
infrastructure, 1&T, energy, and transport and logistics. Among them
were over 30 leaders from industry and commerce and professional
sectors of Hong Kong and over 20 entrepreneurs from the Mainland.
This was the first time for Mr Lee to lead Mainland enterprises on an
outbound mission, giving full play to Hong Kong's roles as a "super
connector" and a "super value-adder", and a bridge to serve enterprises
in going global and attracting external investment.

Concluding the visit, Mr Lee said it made achievements in six areas,
namely:

1.further strengthening the relationship between the HKSAR
Government and the governments of Qatar and Kuwait, and building
consensus for collaboration;

2.reaching a total of 59 MOUs and agreements, laying a diversified
foundation;

3.leveraging Hong Kong's strengths under the "one country, two
systems" principle in connecting the Mainland and the world,
deepening international exchanges and co-operation, and
demonstrating the synergistic power of the complementary
advantages between Hong Kong and the Mainland;

4.further building relations with the countries of the Cooperation
Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) to explore greater
business opportunities;

5.deepening mutual understanding and strengthening commercial and
trading networks; and

6.further enhancing cultural exchanges with the GCC countries.
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Qatar (11-12/5)
RIEHR

Mr Lee met with the country's government and business leaders,
including the Amir of Qatar, Mr Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the head
of state of Qatar and the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Qatar, Mr Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani, to exchange
views on strengthening bilateral relations between Hong Kong and
Qatar. He also learnt about the latest developments of Qatar's
sovereign wealth fund.

Mr Lee highlighted that the Qatar National Vision 2030 and the Belt
and Road Initiative align in their values and aspirations for achieving
high-quality development through all-round co-operation, embracing
economic diversification and innovation, as well as fostering friendship
and facilitating exchanges.

Mr Lee was joined by other delegation members on a visit to Lusail
City known for its smart city urban planning and infrastructure
development. Visiting Hamad International Airport in Doha, the
delegation learnt about an autonomous vehicle pilot project designed
by a Mainland firm with its headquarters in Hong Kong.
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Mr Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani (right).

Mr Lee (left), met with the Amir (head of state) of Qatar, Mr Lee (third left), met with the Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar, Mr Mohammed bin
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EREB () BEREHEKE (AKRTE) Tamim bin Abdulrahman Al Thani (first right).
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U Ceremony

Partnering for Success -
Hong Kong as a “Super Connector” and “Super Value-Adder”
12 May 2025 | Deha, Qatar
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Mr Lee (fourth left) visited Qatar Investment Authority A total of 35 MOUs and co-operation agreements were

to learn about the development of Qatar's financial exchanged
sector.
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and announced
departments, enterprises, and institutions from Hong
Kong, the Mainland and Qatar.
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The delegation visited Lusail City, the second-largest city  Mr Lee (first right) learned about an autonomous vehicle

in Qatar, to understand how the city integrates pilot scheme in Hamad International Airport in Doha,
innovation and technology with urban planning and Qatar.
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Kuwait (13-14/5)
MR

Kuwait was the second leg of the Middle East trip. Mr Lee met
with the Amir (head of state) of Kuwait, Mr Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah; the Crown Prince of Kuwait, Mr Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah; and the Acting Prime Mubarak Al-Sabah#1Z#E &1HFahad Yousuf Saud
Minister, Mr Fahad Yousuf Saud Al-Sabah, to exchange views  Al-Sabah®& » iR E BRSNS ERRE
on strengthening co-operation between Hong Kong and Bo

Kuwait.
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Mr Lee noted that Kuwait is the first member of the GCC to
sign both an Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement
and a Comprehensive Avoidance of Double Taxation
Agreement with Hong Kong, establishing a robust framework
and foundation for economic and trade co-operation between
the two places. Mr Lee also raised the prospect of signing a
free trade agreement between Hong Kong and the GCC
countries with support from Kuwait in its role as the GCC chair
in 2025.
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Mr Lee (left), met with the Amir of Kuwait, Mr Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right), who is the head of state
of Kuwait.
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Mr Lee (left), met with the Crown Prince of Kuwait, Mr Mr Lee (fourth left), met with the Acting Prime Minister
Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah (right). of Kuwait, Mr Fahad Yousuf Saud Al-Sabah (third right).
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% Partnering for Success -
ong Kong as a "Super Con " and "S: Value-Adder” H H i

o e ety Government departments, enterprises, and organisations
from Hong Kong, the Mainland, and Kuwait exchanged

and announced 24 MOUs and agreements.
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During the visit, Mr Lee attended business luncheons in both Qatar and ZERBEEEBNRNBSEERSBE
Kuwait, co-hosted by the Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office H&EEBESNERNEEBZEERTER
(HKETO) in Dubai and the Hong Kong Trade Development Council. M EHIFE > TEFELRE > [
Addressing the luncheons, Mr Lee introduced Hong Kong's business 600% il i ith i i 51 S E S B =g
advantages and development opportunities to over 600 local political {BEAFZEEHLE
and business representatives in the two countries.
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The delegation led by Mr Lee also attended dinners hosted by the @2 XEE/ NMAFMPEERBIZEFH
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of China to the State of 2 A{EREBFAZRAIRER » MthE(H
Qatar, Mr Cao Xiaolin, and the Ambassador Extraordinary and AR{EEABBEROEH > T—EHXFS
Plenipotentiary of China to the State of Kuwait, Mr Zhang Jianwei in BISEHRNEEERBEKSEEZNEER
Qatar and Kuwait respectively. Mr Lee expressed his gratitude to the BT {E -
embassies for making meticulous arrangements for this visit and their
strong support to the HKSAR Government and the HKETO in Dubai.

The delegation met with representatives of a local
corporation in Kuwait to learn about the latest
developments in the company's businesses in
construction, real estate, financial services, and culture
and tourism.
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Mr Lee (second left), met with representatives of the
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority.
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Visa-free access for HKSAR passport holders to Qatar and the UAE and
visa-free period visiting Oman extended

During the Middle East visit, the Chief Executive, Mr John Lee, announced that HKSAR
passport holders may visit Qatar and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) visa-free
(previously visa-on-arrival) for a stay of up to 30 days. In addition, the visa-free period
for HKSAR passport holders visiting Oman has been extended from a stay of up to 10
days to 14 days.

Qatar, the UAE and Oman, along the Belt and Road, are member states of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC). Under the Belt and Road
Initiative, these visa-free arrangements and the extension of the visa-free entry period
will bring greater travel convenience for HKSAR passport holders and strengthen the
tourism, cultural and economic ties between Hong Kong and relevant GCC member
states.

So far 174 countries and territories have granted visa-free access or visa-on-arrival to
HKSAR passport holders, including all six member states of the GCC. Among these,
Qatar, the UAE and Oman offer visa-free access, while Bahrain, Kuwait and Saudi
Arabia provide visa-on-arrival facilitation.
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RTHK launched TV programme on collaboration between
Hong Kong and the Middle East

RTHK launched a series of 5-minute TV programme “Government and You - Hong Kong and
the Middle East: Collaboration for Mutual Benefits”. Since the Chief Executive, Mr John Lee,
led a delegation to the Middle East in 2023, exchanges between Hong Kong and the region
have continued to deepen. Before he visited the region again with Hong Kong and Mainland
enterprises this May, government officials and representatives from various sectors
discussed the opportunities and mutual benefits of collaboration between Hong Kong and
the Middle East.
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Visit the RTHK feature page for the programme and other news:

https://app2.rthk.hk/special/cemiddleeastvisit/
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Insights

— Revisiting the Middle East -
fostering collaboration to achieve multiplying synergy

In today’'s complex and ever-changing global economic landscape, businesses are intensifying efforts to
expand their market networks and identify new growth areas. In recent years, member states of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) have actively diversified their economies,
emphasizing the development of new industries. Qatar and Kuwait, among the earliest participants in the
Belt and Road Initiative, present significant collaboration opportunities with Hong Kong and the Mainland.

In 2024, Hong Kong's bilateral trade with Qatar and Kuwait surpassed HK$14 billion, marking an increase of
around 40% compared to 2018. Both countries are actively diversifying their economies beyond oil, creating
tremendous potential for collaboration across multiple sectors such as infrastructure, finance, green
development, and innovation and technology.

In May, | joined a business delegation led by the Chief Executive to Qatar and Kuwait. Since his inaugural
trip to the Middle East in 2023, the Chief Executive has visited four GCC member states. Our visit to Qatar
and Kuwait was met with high-level attention from both countries. During the trip, we engaged in
substantive discussions with senior officials, who unanimously endorsed strengthening multifaceted
cooperation in areas such as financial collaboration, bilateral trade and investment, and cultural exchanges.
The visit resulted in 59 MOUs and agreements -- 35 in Qatar and 24 in Kuwait, spanning diverse sectors
including governmental cooperation, trade, investment, finance, technology, legal services, engineering,
education, and sports. This lays a robust foundation for long-term, stable partnerships between Hong Kong
and the two countries.

Reflecting on 2023, when | joined the Chief Executive’s inaugural Middle East visit as a representative of the
professional sector, Hong Kong and Middle Eastern enterprises and institutions signed 13 high-quality
MOUs or letters of intent. The recent visit marked a significant advancement, extending beyond business-
to-business cooperation to include 11 government-related cooperation initiatives, such as investment
agreements and visa arrangements, yielding positive outcomes. Notably, Hong Kong and Qatar have
substantially concluded negotiations on the Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement, and will
begin discussions on mutual recognition arrangements for their respective Authorized Economic Operator
Programmes, creating a more favourable environment for capital and goods flow. These government-to-
government achievements will significantly lower trade barriers and enhance people-to-people exchanges
between Hong Kong and the Middle East. This not only supports Hong Kong's SMEs and professional
services in expanding their business networks but also facilitates the identification of local partners,
creating substantial value for businesses entering Belt and-Road markets.

The delegation included over 20 representatives from Mainland enterprises. Through interactions with them, |
noted their strong appreciation for Hong Kong's strengths as a leading global financial centre, with many already
utilising or planning to leverage Hong Kong's world-class financial services. During this joint visit, they experienced
firsthand the value of the Hong Kong brand, particularly in the city's multilingual talent pool, alignment of
professional services with international standards, and effective business matching services. These attributes
enhance the brand appeal for Mainland enterprises looking to venture overseas. Several enterprises expressed
plans to apply for listings in Hong Kong or to expand their operations here. In addition to accessing financial
services, they are also considering the city’s offerings in management, trade, and legal services. Some even intend
to establish R&D or international headquarters in Hong Kong, using the city as a crucial springboard for global
expansion.

Across the Middle East and other Belt & Road markets, the Hong Kong brand enjoys strong recognition and
credibility. During our visit to Qatar, we learned about the application of autonomous buses at Hamad International
Airport in Doha. A Mainland tech company, which is establishing its headquarters in Hong Kong, participated in this
autonomous driving pilot project. By leveraging its successful experience at Hong Kong International Airport, the
company expanded its operations to Qatar and beyond, setting a precedent for the application of autonomous
driving technology at airports in the Middle East region, thereby underscoring the global recognition of Hong Kong's
standards. As Mainland enterprises navigate the complexities of international expansion, Hong Kong's strengths
under the “one country, two systems” principle make it an ideal platform for connecting the Mainland with the
world.

Through my engagements with Hong Kong representatives, | gained insights into how this joint visit by Hong Kong
and Mainland enterprises created a synergistic effect, where “one plus one is greater than two.” Hong Kong and
Mainland companies naturally complement each other’s strengths. In the complex and dynamic international
landscape, when Mainland enterprises encounter challenges in global expansion and local implementation, the
international expertise and brand value of Hong Kong businesses offer assurance and help mitigate risks. For
instance, one of the key achievements of this visit was a tripartite agreement signed among Hong Kong, the
Mainland and Qatar to strengthen cooperation in fintech, covering Web3 and Al. This collaboration leverages the
technological strengths of each region for mutual development and benefits.

Thus, Hong Kong is not only a “super connector” but also a “super value-adder.” The collaboration between Hong
Kong, the Mainland and the Middle East has opened up new growth opportunities amid an uncertain global market,
representing a vital chance to promote economic diversification and foster the sound development of economic
globalisation. Looking ahead, the HKSAR Government will continue to organise outbound missions to explore more
trade and investment destinations along the Belt and Road. We are committed to advancing meaningful progress in
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, deepening international exchanges, and seeking diverse pathways amid
the challenges of a shifting global economy.
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Feature 5

Hong Kong - Capital of Mediation

& - 22 H

Signing Ceremony of the Convention on the Establishment of the
International Organization for Mediation
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The Signing Ceremony of the Convention on the
Establishment of the International Organization for
Mediation (IOMed) was held on May 30. Member of
the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China
Central Committee and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Mr Wang Yi, attended the signing ceremony on
behalf of China. Thirty-three countries, including
China and countries from Asia, Africa, Latin America
and Europe, jointly signed the Convention. In
addition, more than 50 countries and nearly 20
international organisations, including the United
Nations (UN), also sent senior representatives to
witness the signing ceremony.

Addressing the ceremony, Mr Wang said that as an
innovative step in international rule of law, the
IOMed has great significance in the history of
international relations. The establishment of the
IOMed is an actualisation of the purposes and
principles of the UN Charter; it is also an example of
a civilisational belief in harmony and an epitome of
inclusiveness in the culture of the rule of law. The
IOMed will be headquartered in Hong Kong, whose
handover is itself a success story of peaceful
settlement of international disputes. The success of
the "one country, two systems" principle has created
brighter prospects for prosperity and stability in
Hong Kong. Mr Wang said that he looks forward to all
parties working together to let the IOMed play a
positive role in peacefully resolving international
disputes for a brighter future for humanity.
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Global Forum on International Mediation
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Hong Kong, China i - % 3 May 30,2025 “FHEAA=TH

The Chief Executive, Mr John Lee; the Chief Secretary for Administration,
Mr Chan Kwok-ki; the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan; and the
Secretary for Justice, Mr Paul Lam, SC, were also present at the
ceremony.

Mr Lee expressed his sincere gratitude to the Central Government for
its staunch support of Hong Kong, allowing Hong Kong the honour of
housing the IOMed headquarters. He also thanked the international
community for placing their trust and confidence in the city. He said
that Hong Kong is the only common law jurisdiction in China. With a
robust, efficient and well-respected legal system, as well as world-class
legal and dispute resolution services professionals, Hong Kong is also
the most preferred seat of arbitration in the Asia-Pacific region. Hong
Kong goes all out to build bridges with the world and will actively
support and facilitate the IOMed's valuable work in settling
international disputes through mediation, thereby providing a pathway
for countries to resolve international disputes based on mutual respect
and understanding.

The Global Forum on International Mediation was held after the signing
ceremony. Leaders from different countries and international
organisations shared their experiences on how a neutral third party can
effectively assist in the mediation of disputes between countries
through dialogue and consultation and discussed new developments in
international investment and commercial dispute mediation and the
contributions that the IOMed can make.

Mr Paul Lam signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Minister of Commerce of Cambodia, Mrs Cham Nimul,
to strengthen co-operation between the two places on
issues relating to dispute avoidance and resolution.

ME BT s E S BUHER B X AE Cham NimulZZS1FET
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In his blog, the Financial Secretary, Mr Paul Chan, noted that an
efficient, fair, just and trusted dispute resolution mechanism is key to
promoting more international investment and trade. It helps to
enhance investor confidence. The IOMed will operate at multiple levels,
including mediating disputes between countries, between a country
and investors of another country, and in the realm of international
commerce. This not only reinforces Hong Kong's development as a
centre for international legal and dispute resolution services in the
Asia-Pacific region, but also strengthens our competitiveness as an
international financial, trade and shipping centre, complementing our
efforts to deepen ties with the Global South.
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Hong Kong Palace Museum unveils Wonders of Imperial Carpets exhibition

The Hong Kong Palace Museum (HKPM) will present the first major exhibition in Hong Kong
focused on the artistic achievements of three Islamic empires of the early modern period and
cultural connections between Islamic and Chinese civilisations. Titled “Wonders of Imperial
Carpets: Masterpieces from the Museum of Islamic Art, Doha”, this exhibition will be on view
from 18 June through 6 October 2025.

Co-organised with the Museum of Islamic Art (MIA) in Doha, Qatar, a part of Qatar Museums, the
special exhibition presents around 100 treasures, including carpets, ceramics, metalwork,
manuscripts, and jades. The exhibits are primarily from the MIA collection, along with precious
artefacts from the Palace Museum and the HKPM. Together, they illuminate the artistic
exchanges between the Safavid dynasty (1501-1736), Mughal dynasty (1526-1857), and
Ottoman dynasty (1299-1923), as well as the dynamic interactions between Islamic and Chinese
civilisations, fostered by trade, migration, and diplomacy.
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Exhibition period REHHA: 18.06.2025 - 06.10.2025

Venue #25: Hong Kong Palace Museum
BAREXCEYEE

“l. M. Pei: Life Is Architecture” to travel to Doha in world tour

The acclaimed special exhibition I. M. Pei: Life Is Architecture, the
first full-scale retrospective of the renowned Chinese-American
architect that attracted over 225,000 visitors during its six-month
run in M+, is embarking on a world tour. It will travel to Qatar
Museums Gallery, Al Riwaq in Doha from November 2025 to
February 2026, the second stop after Shanghai. The touring
exhibition seeks to nurture mutual understanding between Qatar
and Hong Kong by building long-term cultural, social, and economic
ties.
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Event Snapshots ;EBhEI &

9.4.2025
Consul General Talk Series - Malaysia 4848558 E- BARFGLE

At the “Consul General Talk Series - Malaysia” hosted by the Policy Research Centre for
Innovation and Technology of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Commissioner for
Belt and Road, Mr Nicholas Ho highlighted Hong Kong's role as a functional platform for
the Belt and Road. This aligns perfectly with Malaysia’s aspirations for economic growth
and regional resilience.
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15.4.2025
ASEAN LIVE: Navigating Business Opportunities 32510 : BHiEENERRIE

Mr Ho attended the InnoPreneur MeetUp - ASEAN LIVE: Navigating Business
Opportunities organised by Hong Kong Productivity Council, to share Hong Kong's
strengths in helping businesses unlock ASEAN’s fast—growing potential.
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16.4.2025
Forum on business opportunities in Ethiopia IR ZE#H b i #5R1E

Mr Ho joined “One-Belt-One-Road Forum: Unlocking Business Opportunities in
Ethiopia,” co-organised by the Embassy of Ethiopia, the Honorary Consulate of SS&8
Ethiopia in HK and Macao, and the Chinese Manufacturers' Association of HK, to

understand Ethiopia’s economic development. !
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22.5.2025
AIFC Connect: Hong Kong 2025

AIFC Connect: Hong Kong 2025, organised by the Astana International Financial Centre,
- has brought together business community in Hong Kong and Kazakhstan to exchange
, views on capital markets and financial connectivity in Central Asia. In Mr Ho's remarks,
he highlighted the collaboration between the two places in fintech, noting that a Hong
Kong company had joined the Belt and Road Office’s delegation to Kazakhstan last year
and recently received a licence to issue stablecoin in the country.
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27.5.2025
FHKI General Committee dinner T{2IBEEBE

Mr Ho attended a dinner hosted by the General Committee of Federation of Hong
Kong Industries, sharing the experiences from the visit to Qatar and Kuwait by the
Chief Executive-led business delegation and the collaboration opportunities
between Hong Kong and the Middle East.
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